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This unit examines ministries and functions within the Church, focusing
particularly on the Catholic Church in Australia. Students explore the notion
and nature of service in the Church, including the ordained ministry. Students
are encouraged to appreciate those people who offer service in the various
ministries 2nd to refect on their own contribution to the mission of the
Church. The unit asks the question: 'what can | do to help?’
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- as-a-group, complete a written summary of your-Scriptural passage on-the-sheet you will be - -~

Roles in the Early Church — Scripture Analysis Task

Outcome: Use sources from early Church history 1o illustrate the varied gifis of the Holy
Spirit.

Task:
(A) You will be allocated one of the following Scripture passages. Read the passage and
answer the questions that follow.
Secripture Passages.
a. the hospitality of Lydia — Acts 16:11-15, 40
the role of the deacon — Acts 6:1-7 and 1 Timothy 3:1-13
Martha and Mary of Bethany — Lk 10:38-42
Martha and Mary of Bethany — In 11:17-44
Martha and Mary of Bethany —Jn 12:1-8

& e T

1. Identify and name the people and places involved (Note: you may have to look in
the passages that surround it to find this answer)

2. Outline what is happening and/or being taught in the passage/s

3. Demonstrate how the people involved in the story are relating to each other, that is,
what interactions are taking place between the people?

4. Describe the person/people in the passage, that is, what is their personality like (OR
what should their personality be like in the case of Timothy 3)?

5. OQutline the special qualities or gifts this person/s offers/ed the community

6. ldentify the message this story had for people in Jesus’ time. How do you know
this?

7. Outline what people of today can learn from this passage. How is the message we
get from the passage different to the message at the time of Jesus?

8. Describe the aspects of the work that the Christian church does today that
demonstrate the teachings or gifts displayed in the passage.

(B) Now each of the Scriptural groups a — e are to get together, compare your answers and

given by your teacher.

This summary is to be completed neatly and clearly, with correct spelling and then given to
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Roles in the Early Church — Scripture Analysis Task

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE:
STUDENT NAMES:

The setting for this Scripture passage was. ..
The people mﬁwo_‘,amg in this passage were...

In this passage ...

The special nm_wm_mmmm or gifts...

The message _,WEW story had for people in Jesus’ time was...

People of ﬁommw can learn...

The message mow, today is different to Jesus’ time because...

The Owammmsw church today...

The wswnwmomowa taking place in this passage... p
The @ommosmm,@ / ies (circle) of the person / people (circle) in this passage are...
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Jesus calls the apostles

“Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.”

It was with these s,M.o_im that Jesus invited Simon Peterand his brother Andrew, who were fishermen on the Sea of Galilee, to become his apostles. And he did the same with

James and fohn, nwuo fishermen, who were the sons of Zebedee. As soon as they heard his invitation they stopped what they were doing and followed him. Later others
joined them, until there were twelve of them in all.

The Twelve Aposties then travelled around with Jesus and were his helpers and witnesses, as he taught “in their synagogues, proclaiming the Good News of the kingdom

and curing all kinds of diseases and sicknesses among the people.” Do you know the names of the remaining apostles?

They are Philip

the work that he had started. Jesus would like us to follow him as well, just as the aposties did.
We can do so by trying to live our lives in the way he taught us.

Many words which relate to the Twelve Aposties, the first followers of Jesus, are hidden in the Wordsearch Game for you to find.
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m..o? Bethsaida; Bartholomewfrom Cana; Matthewwho was a tax-collector; Thomas whose name means “twin”; James who was the son of Alphaeus; Jude
who was also called Thaddeus; Sfrornwho was a zealot; and Judas Iscariot, who later betrayed Jesus.

Except for Judas, these men not only followed Jesus whiist he was on earth, they also carried out his will after he had returned to God the Father in heaven, by continuing
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Some Duties of a Parish Priest
(Changes veflect feedback from some priests)

r

Dajﬂy '

Mass

On Sunday, three
or four Masses -

including Vigil on .:

Saturday evening

. D'i{_fi_ne Office or

breviary (30,
minutes) - ..
¢ Meditation.or -
mental prayer _
{30 minutes) -
. -Rosery :.; o

Parlsh

Admmlstratlon R

(Eve_r__l wit}__l_ th‘e piiod

assistance of 2’
‘Parish’ Secretary
this can be quite

de_r_n_andm_g) A

Be'iﬁgip_resentt '55_1’1;:1_.' g

axﬁr.a_ﬂabxe‘; i
Appomtments
Pastorai ACtIVlty

Exerms_e _' :

\.

Administering
Sacraments

* Penance

* Baptism (includes
visiting parents of
each candidate)

* Hely Com-munion
for the sick
(Assisted by lay
people)

* Anointing the
sicl in hospitals,
nursing homes
and other
institutions

Visiting primary
school to keep up
contact with
teachers and
students

Meeting with
Principal of the
primary school

Preparing material
for parish bulletin

Preparing sermons
for the week

Instruction for new
Catholics

i Mon thiy e

Meetmgs'_ '_ g

. thurgy :
Comrmttee

. We;l{_e_"CO:rﬁh{ittee ‘
» Parish Council

. Pafis_h’ Greups g

. School parents _
assomation

Funerals :

(two fou per:
month; inclides

V1s1t1ng th‘ _"famﬂy

”-:Threc or four. 1-going
' _tlmesayear

Meetings

. e Deanery

: SR * School
. -_Fin_ance_;.-_: LRI
- Committee. =

committees
or hoards

* Senate of priests

* Meeting with
parents prior to
sacramental
programs

_ Sacramental
. Programs

.. Special parish
© devotions such

as the Lenten

program
- Fundraising events

" Parish/School

 social events

(Approx1mately

twelve - tWenty per

year, mciudes
preparatzon and
rehearsals)

_bulldmg and
._mamtenance

fMass and Pendnc -
:.for school students:

Parish visitation

_':Provnimg Wrztten
; reference

.'(ifis'iti;ig .
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heard God'’s .nm_s.:m to
the o.:mm%oo.o...mxmﬁ.
reading a &oo»_mwoﬁ. :
roc_d.m.m‘....”

Q. How wint when did you
experivicr God's calling?

A § st reccived sy call to the

priesthoad whoen ] was 210 Althat

time L was working and going to
cotlege parl-tinw, studying
engineering and compulters,

I hadss' attended Mass or

partivipated in chusch since §was 14
and had no fdea what 1 wanted to do

with my life,

1 went o a used-book salv and came

across the book "1 u___; of
Bermadette™ by Frane W
imueresied me about il was the

author He was o German jew who
Warld W,

eseaped the Nazis during
H Fraz was given sheller in

Lourdes, France, and there he

Bernade

Grvesn

What

promised if hw ever made it out ol
he would write  buok,

Al this point | had ne idea that the
Dook was about S1Bernadette and
the apparitions of Lourdes. |
devoured the book and was
intrigued by the history of Lourdes.
Later, b rented the old black-and-
white movie stagring Jenniler Jones
ad Vincent Price. it was
marvelluus.
The simplicily, courage amd
humbleness of St Bernadette made
e uestion my wwt puspese in b
What was | duing for the kingdom of
Jd? How would people reniemiber
me? What good did Ehring into this
workd? From that moment on, |
bugan reading books about ather
saits and found the desire to be ke
thent,

tiedt the call to seturn o chusch,
Adter making my first confession
many years, § became active in
various church ministrics, This is
where my dusire to be aprivst began.

(. Wi were aiajor
influcnces h.: :.E decizsion b

?:::: @ oaissicury pricst?

A When T st recebved my vocation
o the privsthood, 1 kaew instatiy
that |wanted tobe o mbslonary
priest. | had grown up near the
Cuolumban US. Regional office in
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Nebraska and was Tamiliar with
many of the Columbans and their

storkes.

My Tather was 3 U5, Adr Foroe ofiicer

it spoke about his travels
different inds and cultuzes, These

inflaenced my desine i see new

Lands and expericnse nww cultures

and ways of life,

Q. Why did you choose 5!

Colinban’s Mission Saciely!?

I chuse to be a Cotumban buecause
of their practical spisituality. 1
looked at vther missionary groups,
vistted them and tatked with their
vocationad dircctars, However,
the Columban spirituality kept
catling o
FHiked the Columbans” doswn-to-
arth spirit. They are always the
suissivnaries of n_.:.. peaple swho

betieve i living and wuorking
alongside the people they minister
Must Colwmbans dun’l envishon

Being in high wifices, just in thw

trenches. This | ke o simple,

hamble approach with the people.

Also, the Columbans” hosgita
attracted me They

¥
belivve in being
grrad hosts ad enjoy enterlainil
olhers.
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ST
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B years JOR IRy sk, it
Ervey huot aitadeda sbwout whether wr

el Iy wafeds o et w_r._»:.u:r.n..nT.

By fhw masa

0y woay of Lle,
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AR G a1 8 Oy A Dever fived in
a enail oo or rsalatesd rural areg

Adter
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My Lrst ye s Uiy, L eea
fnsstrated w i miysell 1dido
speak dhe languayge. urderstend the
peophe o Gulture and My spidual
Bife war dry and dark 1 v
Leanenits when | wardaegod 1f ] was
Joag the rpist hang. L seriousiy

(L]

swnsideind deaving Cinle and tw
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e o iy inaustin w

wohithind ol grouy o tocl

Ll day aiter & Mass, some dane
wvet aind aakhad e wiad was Wil
Foidd thaan that bawsen’t Gu fighu
putst b teach tiem, o wouid by
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FER O] RS T PP Y 1 S0

B e plooal Ul

crarndanersay wil

gt hae
Pt

RECHUIIN

Fr o Suenr way orlac gl ot

The Chastan faith isn't agout
certainty, but aboul love
always hawing faith.
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Sister Zita's
calling

Sister Zita first contern-
plated becoming a nun
as a Catholic schoolgirl
in the country town of
Cooma, NSW. “The nuns
were my role models and
| aiways thought I'd like to
be one of them but had
no idea how 1o go about
it,” she explains, Like most
girls of the 1940s, Sister
Zita left school at 16 and
considered becoming a
telephone operator or
nurse before taking a job
as a home tutor. While she
loved teaching chiidren,
she found there was
something missing in her
life and 18 months later
was compelled to ask the
Mother Superior of her old
schoot {or advice. "Becom-
ing a nun is not something
one takes lightly. You have
to be sure,” she says, “but
after | spoke with Mother
Superior | knew it was the
right thing to do." Sister
Zita joined the Brigidine
order at 18, became a
teacher and worked in a
number of Catholic schools
for almost 40 years.

JUDGMENT IS NOT a word Sister Zita Barron has much time
for. At 79, she has only just retired from her chaplaincy work at
one of Austrzlia's maximum-security prisons, but still takes time
to visit the men she says are often forgotten on the outside.
Almost every Tuesday, she leaves the comfort of her retirement
village in Sydney’s Maroubra to enter a world most people
wauldn't even like to imagine, let alone experience. To many on
the outside, Long Bay Correction Complex in Sydney’s Malabar
is a frightening place filled with dangerous criminals. To Sister
Zita, it's & community filled with real peopie whe need her. She
greets them, talks to them, taughs with them, counsels and
listens 1o them. it can be heartbreaking, it can be inspiring and it
can sometimes take all the strength, faith and courage this one
woman ¢an muster,

bam: After she has showered and made her bed, Sister Zita
starts her day in prayer as she has done ever since she became
a nun at the age of 18. “| carry out what we call a Christian
meditation, where | use a mantra to empty my mind of the
material world,” she explains. “1 ask for guidance at times to
help me help the people inside the prison because sometimes
| don't know what ‘m going to say or be able to do for them.”

7am: Sister Zita has breakfast of cereal and toast in the kitchen
of her self-contained apartment and packs her lunch for her
visit to the gaol. By 8.15am she's on the road making the short
journey from Maroubra to the next suburb of Malabar.

8.30am: Arriving at the Long Bay car park boom gate, Sister
Zita shows her iD card, parks her car and walks inta the prison,
where she's greeted by Corrective Services officers, She stilf
remembers her first day st the prison seven years 9o.
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24 hours: Prizon

“I'd had no experience of gaols apart from one in my
hometown of Cooma when | was a chiid, and I'd always rush
past the gate in case anyone tried to grab me!” she lsughs.

"] was like most people then and prejudged the fellows inside,

but life has taught me not to judge people, so | honestly wasn't
afraid of what I'd find inside Long Bay.” Instead, Sister Zita says
she was nervous about how the inmates would accept her.

“| wondered whether they'd even want to talk to me or if I'd

be any help to them at all,” she smiles.

To her relief, the welcome she received from the inmates
was more than she could have expected. "Shortly after 1 started
at Long Bay, a chaplain suggested | bring four sisters from the
convent to the prison with me. We were taken to an area where
the inmates were suffering from hepatitis C. A few of the men
had made a beautiful moeming tea for us and they honestly
treated us like royalty,” she says.

As she enters the prison now, she sees the same things she
has seen for those seven years, “In maximum security, it's pretiy
stark inside those walls and it's the same every day... Some guys
have jobs and they're called ‘sweepers’, but the rest walk up
and down the yard and smoke or use the gym equipment,” she
explains. Apart from saying hello, Sister Zita usually leaves it 10
the inmates to approach her. " don't go around preaching to
them; that’s not what they need... I'm there if they need to tatk,”
she says. “Some want to tell me or ask me something and some
don't ever tatk to me at all, but most will say, 'Heilo, Sister”.”

She makes her way through the yard to the bakery or "Cor-
Tex' (sewing area) where she begins her closer interaction with
the prisoners. Sister Zita brings rosary beads, holy cards and
crosses for men who have requested them. “Sometimes an
inmate and | will find a corner and pray 1ogether, particularly if
they're worried ebout a family member.”
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9.30am: Sister Zita heads to the chaplaincy office, where she
greets her colleagues whe also dedicate their lives to helging
the people inside the prison walls. The chaplaingy is multi-
denominational; working there full-time are Father Peter Carroll,
a Catholic priest, Sister Pauline Stanton, the administrator of
Chaplaincy NSW, Reverends Peter Baines and Ray Beckman,
who are Anglican ministers, and Pastor Gary Ring, an Assembly
of God minister. A Muslim imam also visits once & week as does
a Buddhist lay chaplain, an Orthodox priest and a Jewish rabbi.
“It's a very positive environment to work in,” szys Sister Zia.

10am: As 3 chaplain, Sister Zita usually has particular inmates
she visits every week. She'll meet them in the yard or in the
chapet. “Some of these men have nobody eise because their
farnilies and friends have lost contact with them,” she explains.
“One chap has been there for thirty-two years, some are elderly
men who've spent almost their entire lives behind a prison

wall, so my visit is one more thing, | suppose, they have to fock
forward to... How can | leave them just because {'ve retired?”

Iz might be hard for many of us to befieve, but Sister Zita
finds it easy to not judge the inmates. "t don't ask them what
they've done,” she says firmly. "Some of them have made
terrible mistakes and some have even done evil things, but it’s
not my role to judge them. They've already been judaed and
punished and now they need something else.” That ‘'something
else’ can take many forms, and Sister Zita does her best to
accommodate each person’s needs. "Sometimes they want me
to contact a family member or lawyer; sometimes they want
to tell me about something terribie that happened in their
childhood, which they've never toid anyone; sometimes they
want to taik about what they did to be in prison; and sometimes
they just want to chat about their lives or mine,” she says.



Life on thé
outside

There may be no rest for
the wicked, but it seems
there's little rest for the.
good either when it comes
to Sister Zita's schedule.
She spends two days each
week carrying out pastoral
care duties at two nursing
homes and will sometimes
accompany elderly sisters
to doctor's appeintments.
She often visits ex-inmates
at 2 halfway house. Satur-
day might include a trip to
the cinemna or a visit with
friends and family, and on
Sundays she attends Mass
at the Long Bay Prison
Chapel. Once a year, she
attends & Catholic retreat
that offers time for prayer
and spiritual direction,
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11.30am: The inmates are calied to muster (roficall) and tocked
in their cells untit 1pm. This is a time when Sister Zita does office
work or makes phone calls to inmates’ family members. Every
s0 often, she will get a call from the prison’s deputy governor
asking her to talk to one of the inmates he thinks might need
special support from her. “When those phone calls come { know
it's going to be difficult, and | say a prayer for strength and
guidance because | never know what I'm about to encounter,”
she says. “I've had men who have just heard that family
member has taken their own life on the outside. Those sorts of
things are desperately tragic because the men are sometimes
inconsotable and when you hear how it got to this point it can
be almost unbelievable to know what pain a person can 9o
through in his life. Afi | can do is be there as a calm, nurturing
energy for him because | can't make it go away of reverse i.”

1pm: Sister Zita walks to the gacl's hospital to offer what little
comfort she can to sick or injured inmates. " Everybody needs
to feel comforted when they're ill and it can also be very boring
lying in @ bed all day, so it just gives them a break in the routine
and a chance to talk,” she says.

2pm: One of Sister Zito's favourite places to visit is the prison
art unit. “It’s like a little sanctuary filled with their beautiful
work,” she says. Her own little flat is decorated with the artwork
inmates have given her over the years and she also has atbums
lull of cards she's received from them. “When { see the beautiful
words and pictures these men are capable of it reminds me
what a shame it is that this is where their lives have led them,”
she laments. “There are some truly talented artists in there

and | can't help but wonder what they coutd have become if
they'd 1aken another path. Then again, they might never have

discovered their talent on the outside, so something good can
come from anything, I suppose.”

3pm: Before Sister Zita leaves for the day, she might share a

cup of tea with some of the men she has come to think of as her
friends. "People are always asking me whether I'm afrzid in there
and | tell them I've never felt safer in my life. | have developed
some tremendous friendships with those men and some of them
are almast like family to me," she says. "Don’t get me wrong:

| know they're not angels. The language can be very colourful

at times and it's certainly no picnic in there, but its a type of
community and we all make the most of it wherever we can.”

4pm: Sister Zita is heading home and will often stop off to pick
up a few groceries on her way. When she arrives home she says
she sometimes feels like collapsing, but usually relaxes into an
afternoon prayer instead. “1 thank the Lord for sllowing me to
help people, even if it was only in a smalt way.”

Spm: Sometimes Sister Zita will visit the other sisters who share
her spartment biock. "We enjoy each others company and it's
good to relax and chat with your friends,” she reffects,

6.30pm: After sitting down to an evening meal, Sister Zita
might watch television, though only if it's 3 program that she
feels will expand her mind. "Apart from those, | don’t watch TV.
I'd rather read a book or listen to music.”

10pm: Sister Zita falls into bed after her day st the prison and
sometimes wonders how she did it five days 8 week up until 3
year ago. "1 think the momentum of helping people keeps you
going and even though | miss it, it was taking 3 itoutofme.” =
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People and Ministries in the
Church

Prayer Service

NOTE: Students bring their passage “People take up a ministry in the
Church because...” to the prayer space and a pen.

EQUIPMENT:

candle

matches

CD player

CD - song + meditation music

Reflection passage — “The Future is in My Hand’
Cardboard hand cut outs

Sticky tape

[ - - * - - -

SUGGESTED FORMAT
» Student lights a candle
* Play the song ‘Hands by Jewel or ‘The Basin and the 7owel’by Michael Card or ‘Deep Water by Trish
Watts
« Discuss — what is the song about and how does it relate to the unit? (servant-leadership)
» Teacher prays:
Loving God, you have created a world that needs the specific gifts we each have to offer. Help us to think
about how we can use our gifts in the service of the communities that shape our lives. Give us courage to
respond generously to your call. We come together in prayer today with faith in your love for us.
« Student reads the Gospel: John 13:1-20
« Teacher may like to reflect on the Gospel - something like “we are all called to serve others as Jesus
served...”
«  Read the reflection (and give students a copy) “The Future is in my Hand”
« Silent reflection time - students reflect on how they are able to serve others
«  Students then write how they might use their hands to serve others, write thison a piece of cardboard
with a drawn and cut out hand and in their time take it to the sacred space. Play quiet meditation
music while this is happening.
+ Teacher leads the class in the “Our Father...”
» Teacher finish with a blessing:
Loving God,
May we always imitate Jesus in our service of others.
Strengthen us to be open to your call in our lives.
Make us ready to accept the chalfenges of Christian ministry.
This we ask through Christ our Lord, Amen

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spitit.




